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About This Report 
 
About the Toronto Community Foundation  
 
Our mission is to connect philanthropy with community needs and opportunities all with a vision 
to make Toronto the best place to live, work, learn and grow. As an independent public 
foundation we work with donors to create endowments and invest in the city of Toronto 
through philanthropy and our city building work.   
 
Our unique position enables us to be a catalyst for change. We facilitate dialogue on issues 
highlighted in the Report and mobilize hundreds of individual and family donors, a vast array of 
high-impact community organizations, and cross-sector leaders to tackle complex quality of life 
issues in creative and inspiring ways. We collaborate to develop and support innovative 
solutions through our grant programs and special initiatives.  
 
About the Report 
 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ 
Signs® Report. The Report is compiled from current statistics and occasional studies, identifying 
progress we should be proud of and challenges that need to be addressed. It is a consolidated 
snapshot of the trends and issues affecting the quality of life in our city and each of the 
interconnected issue areas is critical to the well-being of Toronto and its residents. Citations at 
the end of the Report, and live web links throughout, will take you directly to the sources used 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ 
 
The Report aims to inspire civic engagement and provide focus for public debate. It is used by 
residents, businesses, community organizations, universities and colleges, and government 
departments. In addition, the Report is a model now being used for strategic planning by cities 
around the world.  
 
About the Community Knowledge Centre 
 
The Community Knowledge Centre http://ckc.tcf.ca/ is an online showcase of more than 230 
organizations working on solutions to the issues identified in the ToroƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎ® Report. 
Through video and prose, it presents a narrative of positive transformation taking place in our 
city and provides you with an opportunity to get involved.  
 
The Community Knowledge Centre is central to what we do at the Toronto Community 
Foundation: connect philanthropy to community needs and opportunities. The Community 
YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎ®Φ Lǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ άƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘέ 
question, offering a jumping off point for inspiration, information and contacts that make it easy 
for donors and other stakeholders to connect and respond to key issues facing the community. 
 
At the end of each issue area section in this Report, you will find lists of groups that are 
addressing the trends and data reported through their innovative community-based programs. 
Live web links connect you to their profiles on the Community Knowledge Centre. 
 
About Community Foundations 

http://ckc.tcf.ca/
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Community Foundations are independent public foundations that strengthen their communities 
by partnering with donors to build permanent endowments, which support community projects, 
and by providing leadership on issues of broad community concern.  
 
Community Foundations of Canada coordinates the nation-wide Vital Signs project, which 
measures the vitality of our communities, identifies significant trends, and supports action on 
issues that are critical to our quality of life. Since the first Vital Signs® publication was published 
by the Toronto Community Foundation in 2001, the Report has been adopted by 35 
communities across Canada and by 8 communities internationally across 6 countries and 4 
continents.   
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John B. MacIntyre, Chair of the Board of Directors, and Rahul K. Bhardwaj, President & CEO, Toronto 
Community Foundation, challenge Torontonians to think about whether we are equipped to remain one 
of the most creative and civil societies in the world.  
(Photo by Edward Pond.) 
 
 

Reboot the logic, please 

Has there been a more tumultuous year in Toronto? Political shenanigans, transit 
games, and massive flooding. Ouch! 

 
¢ƘŀƴƪŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
some of the big things right. As in 2012, The Economist ranked Toronto fourth in 
liveability out of 140 cities around the world. And PriceWaterhouseCoopers describes 
Toroƴǘƻ ŀǎ ŀ άŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅέΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
economic clout and education, health and security.  

!ƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
Most of us live within 500 metǊŜǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ мΣслл ǇŀǊƪǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ мм ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ƭǳŜ CƭŀƎ 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōƛƎ ƻƴ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΥ фп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƭǳŜ ōƛƴ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ 
and 87 percent of our green bins are at the curb each week. Our downtown core is 
thriving, its population growth rate   
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more than tripling between 2006 and 2011, with employment in the city centre growing 
by 14.2 percent in the same period. And usage at Toronto Public Library ς a city gem and 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ς is up 17.8 percent in the last decade, with the last 
three years being the busiest ever. 

¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ hǳǊ ŦƛƭƳΣ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ 
digital media sector contributed more than $1.2 billion to the economy of the city in 
2012. Funding for the arts and culture in this city increased by $6 million in 2012. And 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜΣ ǘƻƻ - the Toronto International Film Festival 
is now the third largest such festival in the world, giving a $200 million boost to 
hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

Progress also means that other indicators are going down. For six years straight, the 
Toronto Region had the lowest rate of police-ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǘƻǇ оо 
ƳŜǘǊƻ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŦŜŜƭ άǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜέ 
walking through their neighbourhoods at night. And the overall poverty rate dropped in 
the Region, too, from 12.9 percent in 2010 to 10.7 percent in 2011. 

Toronto is gettƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлмоΣ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ Řŀǘŀ ŘǊŀǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ 
a wide range of sources. Toronto has some impressive assets which, taken together, 
form a foundation that makes this city so appealing to residents, newcomers, and 
visitors. 

This is an enviable position, but not without serious challenges. Take a closer look and 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŎǊŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ς alarming trend lines that are 
unprecedented in this city. 

Our divided city is a case in point. With precarious work 
and youth unemployment on the rise, more than one 
million residents now live in low- and very low-income 
neighbourhoods. And the decline of middle-income 
neighbourhoods continues. In 1970, 96 percent of 
{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΩǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ-income. 
¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜΥ уо ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǿ- or very low-
income. 

Even though the overall unemployment rate in Toronto is dropping, youth 
unemployment hit an alarming and unacceptable high of 20.75 percent in 2012. A TD 
Economics report warns of long-ǘŜǊƳ άǎŎŀǊǊƛƴƎέ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘǊƻƴƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊ- and 
unemployment for this generation. 

Our youngest Torontonians face challenges, too. Toronto children are part of an Ontario 
cohort where close to 40 percent of boys and almost 30 percent of  

Χwe are a network of 
neighbourhoods and over 
the long term we all rise 
or fall on the strength of 
the network. 
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girls are overweight or obese. Without intervention, these kids will have an increased 
likelihood of facing obesity as adults along with early development of chronic diseases. 

!ƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ǘǎǳƴŀƳƛΦ !ƭƳƻǎǘ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻƴƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ 
65, and their number will grow by one third, to almost half a million, in the next 20 
years. The aging population will place heavier demands on facilities, programs, and 
families ς and there is already a shortage of services for our existing seniors. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜΦ Lƴ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ оот ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏƛǘȅ Ǌŀƴƪǎ ŀǎ 
άǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅέ ǳƴŀŦfordable. In fact, the number of people on waiting lists for affordable 
housing has never been higher. Food insecurity remains a challenge as food bank usage 
in Toronto is still close to a million visits this past year.  

²ŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǘƘƛƴƎs right but these serious challenges mean that the 
Toronto we know and love is in danger. What do we need to do to ensure that this city 
continues to be among the most liveable and prosperous on the planet? 

We need to reboot the logic, please. 

In other worŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ǳǎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ς to a prosperous 
future.  

We are a city of wonderful, distinctive neighbourhoods and our individual view of the 
city is often rooted in these unique communities. But more importantly, we are a 
network of neighbourhoods and over the long term we all rise or fall on the strength of 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ 

Why? Because the issues we face are highly integrated and, as a result, complex. Food 
security is influenced by poverty, precarious work, and the economy. Youth 
unemployment is impacted by access to education and jobs, new business directions, 
and globalization. The silver tsunami will strain our health care system and social 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ȅŜǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƘƻǊǘΩǎ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
solution. And while community based programs are important in addressing these 
challenges, the long term solutions will be found in broad based, system-wide 
innovations requiring us to think and act like a network.  

Our transit troubles, housing issues, and the anticipated growth of this city compel us to 
build more and to do it fast. Building transit is important, but ensuring it connects and 
strengthens the overall network is critical. Building more housing is important, too, but 
affordable homes for young families, for newcomers, and for seniors is really what we 
need. 

Yes, this logic reboot carries risk. But the real peril lies in staying the course. If we opt 
for the status quo, we risk becoming analog players in a digital world ς left behind as a 
city of the past. 
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bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ full 
wŜǇƻǊǘΦ {ƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ нлмпΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŜƭŜŎǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
who have the vision to create the prosperous and liveable city we all want and the 
thinking to get us there. 

 

   

John B. MacIntyre   Rahul K. Bhardwaj 

Chair, Board of Directors  President & CEO 

¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎ® Report 2013 is available on the Toronto Community Foundation 
website: www.tcf.ca.

file:///C:/Users/NGodkewitsch/AppData/Local/Temp/%22http:/


  

¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛgns Report 2013 
About This Report 

7 

Understanding this Report: 
 

1. ά¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻέ ƻǊ άǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΣ 
which consisted of the former municipalities of Toronto, Etobicoke, North York, 
{ŎŀǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘΣ ¸ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻǊƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ ¸ƻǊƪΦ ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻέ ƻǊ ά/ƛǘȅέ ǊŜŦŜǊs 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ άtǊƻǾƛƴŎŜέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 
government. 

 
2. ¢ƘŜ ά¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ wŜƎƛƻƴέ ƻǊ άwŜƎƛƻƴέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ !ǊŜŀ 

(CMA), the largest metropolitan area in Canada, stretching from Ajax and Pickering on 
the east, to Milton on the west and Tecumseth and Georgina on the north. Almost half 
the population of the Toronto Region resides in the city of Toronto. 

 
 The Toronto Region is an area slightly smaller than the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and 

is comprised of the city of Toronto plus 23 other municipalities: Ajax, Aurora, Bradford-
West Gwillimbury, Brampton, Caledon, East Gwillimbury, Georgina, Georgina Island, 
Halton Hills, King Township, Markham, Milton, Mississauga, Mono Township, 
Newmarket, Tecumseth, Oakville, Orangeville, Pickering, Richmond Hill, Uxbridge, 
Whitchurch-Stouffville and Vaughan. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: City of Toronto, Toronto Economic Development and Culture 

Note: The Census Metropolitan Area is the Ψ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ wŜƎƛƻƴΩ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ 
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3. The Greater Toronto Area (GTA) refers to the entire area covered by the Region of 

Halton, Region of Peel, Region of York, Region of Durham and city of Toronto. The area 
is slightly larger than the Toronto CMA. 

 
4. The Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) refers to the GTA region and the City of 

Hamilton ς a combined population of more than 6.5 million people. 
 

The Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Unless otherwise indicated, the data in the Indexes refers to the city of Toronto. 
 
6. The Report is divided into 12 sections for ease of reference. However, as each issue area 

is intimately connected to all the others, readers will discover for example, that there 
ŀǊŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǿŀƭƪŀōƛƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ 
section (illustrating the connection between active transportation and health) and 
indicators related to Arts and Culture in the Environment section, pointing to the 
importance of the arts in both the built and natural environment. 
 

7. Throughout the Report, there are a number of Vital Questions raised by research 
partners and advisors. These questions are intended to stimulate your own questions, 
and act as a catalyst for reflection, conversation and action. 

 
8. Links to organizations directly cited are included in relevant indicators. Citations are 

made at the end of each indicator (which may contain several bulleted points). 
 

9. {ƛƴŎŜ нлмнΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨDŜǘǘing Started 
ƛƴ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩΦ  LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ 
population (newcomers, youth, seniors and long-time residents) are highlighted in each 
issue area. 
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10. Ideas and Innovations that point the way forward for Toronto are identified with the 

following icon: 

 
 

11. See Glossary at the back of this document for a list of definitions. 
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New this year: 
 

12. 9ŀŎƘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмо ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜȄΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 
some of the key indicators we look to year after year to help us understand where 
Toronto is making progress, and where there has been decline. Further detail is 
provided in the text that follows, along with indicators from relevant recent research 
and occasional reports.  Unless otherwise indicated, information refers to the city of 
Toronto. 

 
13. ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ±ƛǘŀƭ {ƛƎƴǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ нлмо ŘǊŀǿǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘ 

security in Toronto and across the country. Many factors influence food security, from 
neighbourhood design and transportation options to income and housing. Throughout 
the Report, food security indicators are identified with the following icon: 

 
 
 
 

14. This Report occasionally uses data from the Statistics Canada 2011 National Household 
Survey (NHS). These data cannot be compared reliably with those from earlier Census 
releases. The NHS excludes a portion of the 2006 (and earlier) census population, and 
data were collected in a voluntary survey, making the results vulnerable to non-
response bias. Until a full evaluation of the methodological changes is conducted, any 
comparisons with previous census periods should be made with caution. 
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What does your neighbourhood look like and how does it compare to other 
neighbourhoods and to the city as a whole? 

 
 

15. LŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƳǇǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΣ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ-winning website Wellbeing Toronto now 
gives you the tools to find out! 

 
 We have ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ΨŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘǎΩ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ όƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ  by the 
icon below) to give you a sense of the statistics at the level of some of  ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ мпл 
neighbourhoods.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wellbeing Toronto website contains a wealth of data across 11 different issue areas. The 
ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ 
libraries, shelters, settlement agencies and community gardens.  
 
To access data for your own neighbourhood or to compare neighbourhoods across the city, just 
follow the link (http://(www.toronto.ca/wellbeing/).  

http://www.toronto.ca/wellbeing/
http://(www.toronto.ca/wellbeing/
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1 
 
Toronto has become the fourth largest city in North America after Mexico City, New York and 
Los Angeles: 

¶ Toronto edged past Chicago ƛƴ нлмн ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΩǎ пth largest municipality, 
by population.2 The 2012 post-census estimate of the Toronto population was 
2,791,140.3 

o The 2012 Toronto Region population estimate was 5,941,488.4 Almost 
half the population of the Toronto Region resides in the city of 
Toronto. 

o Almost 1 in 5 Canadians (18.1% of the total population) 
lives in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). The GTA 
(population: 6,054,191) accounted for 72% of total 
Ontario population growth between 2006 and 2011. 

¶ 2011 census figures show a population undergoing constant 
ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ LƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƪŜǇǘ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀƴ 
age relatively stable at 39.2 years (an increase from 38.4 
years in 2006 but 1.4 years below the national average 
of 40.6 years). 

o The share of youth has increased slightly over a 
decade, but the proportion of school aged 
children dropped from 11% in 2006 to 10% in 
2011.5 

 
Growth in Population Segments, City of Toronto, 2001-2006 and 2006-
2011:6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/17/1714000.html
http://www.toronto.ca/demographics/pdf/censusbackgrounder_ageandsex_2011.pdf
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City of Toronto, Concentration of Youth (15-24 years old), 2011:7 

  
Municipal government plays a central role in anticipating and meeting the challenges of an 
aging population:  

o Latest census figures illustrate the ongoing demographic shift that will see the number 
of seniors grow from 1 in 7 Canadians in 2011 to about 1 in 4 by 2036.  

o Seniors now make up 14.4% of the Toronto population (376,570 
people in 2011), and their share of the population is projected to grow 
by one-third to close to half a million residents (17% of the city 
population) by 2031.8 The fastest growing population 
segments in 2011 were 60-64 year-olds and those over 
85. 

o Across the GTA, the over-65 and over-75 age groups 
grew by 16.5% between 2006 and 2011, and the GTA is 
projected to absorb more than half the provincial 
increase in the over-75 aged group between 2011 and 
2016 (more than 60,000 people).  

http://www.toronto.ca/demographics/pdf/censusbackgrounder_ageandsex_2011.pdf

